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A Message From 

Your Interim Pastor 

 

Whew!  What a month December was!  I don’t know about you, 

but after cancelling church two times in one month I’m ready to 

have church every week for a long while!  I’ve missed seeing 

everyone and worshipping the Lord together and otherwise being 

a part of the family life of Missouri Valley!  I’m reminded of Psalm 

133, which says, 

 

 

“How good and pleasant it is 

      when brothers live together in unity. 

It is like precious oil poured on the head, 

      running down on the beard, 

Running down on Aaron’s beard, 

      down upon the collar of his robes. 

It is as if the dew of Hermon 

      were falling on Mount Zion. 

For there the Lord bestows His blessing, 

      even life forevermore.” 

 

 

What a blessing it is to be a part of a church that seeks to really be 

the church.  Missouri Valley Baptist Church is not defined by its 

church building.  Rather, we are a community of dedicated Christ-

followers who pursue unity and authentic fellowship as we do life 

together.  And, just as Psalm 133 says, it is a good and pleasant 

thing to experience together! 

 

As we begin a new year together, I wonder what you’ve 

committed to do or change this year.  Perhaps you’re weary of 

New Year’s resolutions and no longer even make them!  Wherever 

the start of this new year finds you, I hope you will do your part to 

make the Missouri Valley community of faith flourish to the glory of 

God. 

 

Happy New Year! 

Paul 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

 

2 

 

3 
6:30p – Janecek SG 

4 

 

5 

 

6 
9:30a – S.S. 
10:45a – Worship 

12:00p – Bus. Mtg. / 
   Carry-In Lunch 

7 8 9 
7:00p – TeamKids 
7:00p – SOX 

7:00p – Bible Study 

10 
6:00p – Stickley SG 
6:30p – Janecek SG 

11 12 

13 
9:30a – S.S. 

10:45a – Worship 

14 15 
 

16 
7:00p – TeamKids 

7:00p – SOX 
7:00p – Bible Study 

17 
6:00p – Stickley SG 

6:30p – Janecek SG 

18 19 
 

20 
9:30a – S.S. 

10:45a – Worship 

21 22 23 
7:00p – TeamKids 

7:00p – SOX 
7:00p – Bible Study 

24 
6:00p – Stickley SG 

6:30p – Janecek SG 

25 26 

27 
9:30a – S.S. 

10:45a – Worship 

28 29 
 

30 
7:00p – TeamKids 

7:00p – SOX 
7:00p – Bible Study 

31 
6:00p – Stickley SG 

6:30p – Janecek SG 
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Sunday 
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Worship Service – 10:45 AM 
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TeamKids – 7:00 PM 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

MEET OUR MEMBERS! 

Valley Food Kitchen 
On the 30th of each month 

(unless it falls on a 

weekend or holiday), one 

of our Sunday School 

classes prepares and 

serves food for 50 to 100 

people at the Food 

Kitchen located on Valley 

Street in St. Joseph.  On 

January 30th, Jeff Moran’s 

class will be serving.  If you 

would like to participate in 

this ministry, please contact 

Brenda Moran. 
 

Belarussian Missions 
During Sunday School 

each work, we serve 

donuts for anyone who is 

interested.  Donations are 

accepted in the box that 

sits next to the donuts.  

What most people don’t 

know is that these 

donations go not only to 

help pay for the donuts, 

but also to support our 

sister church in Belarus. 
 

If you enjoy the donuts 

each Sunday, please be 

sure to contribute to this 

ministry. 
 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Mandi 

Griffin!  She graduated 

from the University of 

Missouri – Kansas City on 

December 14th with a 

Master’s Degree in Nursing.  

She starts as a Family Nurse 

Practitioner at Family 

Medicine Associates on 

January 7th, 2008. 
 

Thanks! 
Thanks to Randy Rogers for 

filling in for Paul by sharing 

his testimony during our 

morning worship service on 

December 30th!  God offers 

grace to change all of us! 

Andy is a 17-year old Senior who excels at 

Central High School.  He is a member of 

the Forum Club, Math Club, and Chem-

Physics Club, who likes to play sports, go 

four-wheeling, laugh and have a good 

time.  Andy has been involved with Bible 

Quizzing for six years, and has qualified for 

Nationals twice!  His favorite part of 

quizzing is being able to answer the 

questions… and winning! 

 

Andy’s would like to attend college and 

do something in the medical field in the 

future, but he is currently waiting on God 

to reveal His plans.  Andy requests that 

everyone pray for him as he makes 

important decisions about his future. 

 

Andy has three sisters, two step-brothers, 

and one step-sister.  His favorite verses of scripture are Hebrews 4:12 (“For the 

word of God is living and active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 

penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 

attitudes of the heart.”), and Philippians 4:13 (“I can do everything through him 

who gives me strength.”). 

On January 10th, Mary and her husband, 

Rob, will celebrate their 56th wedding 

anniversary!  The have two children 

(daughter Judy and her husband Rob, 

and son Bob and his wife Sherry), three 

grandchildren, and five great 

grandchildren. 

 

Mary spent 18 years working at Noma 

Lights and another 18 years working at 

Peachtree Doors.  She also worked at 

Bush Orchard, Sherwood Medical, and 

Burger King.  Mary currently serves as the 

church custodian. 

 

For years, Mary played softball for the 

church, and was an excellent player up 

until her last game at age 61!  She still has 

the will to play, but her body (and kids) 

simply won’t let her. 

 

Mary loves everyone and wants them to love her.  She is one busy lady – she 

loves to work outside in her yard, tending to her garden, and canning.  If 

anyone needs tomatoes this summer, just stop by and see her… she always 

has plenty! 

 

According to church records, Mary is the longest active member at MVBC! 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

VISION FOR THE VALLEY 

Business Meeting 
Normally, business meetings 

are held on the first 

Wednesday of every month.  

In an attempt to enable 

more members to attend 

and be involved, the 

January meeting will be 

held following morning 

worship on Sunday, January 

6th.  If this works better, we 

will make the change 

permanent, to the first 

Sunday of every month.  A 

pot-luck lunch will be held 

following the meeting, so 

please bring enough food 

to feed your own family.  

The youth will be serving the 

meal, and will address 

clean up following it. 
 

Feed the Children! 
Because many of the youth 

and children that attend 

our Wednesday evening 

ministries come hungry, we 

have started serving hot 

dogs, macaroni & cheese, 

and chips prior to their 

activities.  In order to 

continue doing so, we need 

your help!  Please contact 

Kim Hartman, Brenda 

Moran, or Mary Rogers if 

you can help by providing 

food or with preparation. 
 

Small Group Bible Studies 
We currently have two small 

groups meeting weekly on 

Thursday nights, and 

another meeting monthly.  

Weekly groups meet at 

John and Nancy Stickley’s 

home starting at 6:00, and 

at Jim and Shirley Janecek’s 

home at 6:30.  If you’re 

interested in participating in 

this ministry, please contact 

John at 671-1889, or by e-

mail at john@toward-the-

goal.net. 

It has been over a year since we started our “Vision for the Valley” campaign.  

Where are you in your commitment to our building project? 

 

We need to have approximately $100,000 in the bank to begin foundation 

and structure work, and somewhat more than that to make the building 

usable.  At present, we have just under $50,000, but recall that we started 

with about $30,000 in donations prior to our commitment dinner. 

 

The model of the proposed building is on display at the front of the sanctuary, 

and drawings are available on the church website (comevisitthevalley.org).  

Brent Matthews can answer any questions you may have about the plans. 

 

Please continue to pray about the expansion of our facilities, and consider 

what part God leads you to have as we look to the future. 

 

TITHES & OFFERINGS / VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES 

Date 
12/2 

12/9 

12/16 

12/23 

12/30 

General Fund 
$3,054.08 

Church cancelled 

$1,939.50 

Church cancelled 

$1,852.75 

Missions Offering 
$170.00 

Church cancelled 

$48.00 

Church cancelled 

$285.00 

Building Fund 
$810.00 

Church cancelled 

$3,035.54 

Church cancelled 

$290.00 

Missions offerings given in the months of September, October, November, and December go to 

the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, supporting foreign missionaries serving through the 

International Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Week of… 
1/6 

 

1/13 

 

1/20 

 

1/27 

 

 

Nursery (S.S.) 
Jala Damery 

 

Kim Hartman 

 

Gwen Sampson 

 

Brenda Moran 

Nursery (Worship) 
Jason & Mandi 

   Griffin 

John & Nancy 

   Stickley 

Jeff & Brenda 

   Moran 

Kenny & Ona 

   Hartman 

Nursery (Wed.) 
Kim Hartman 

 

Brenda Moran 

 

Ona Hartman 

 

Mary Rogers 

Date 
1/6 

 

1/13 

 

1/20 

 

1/27 

 

Greeters 
Ronnie & Gwen 

   Sampson 

John & Nancy 

   Stickley 

Josh & Angie 

   Springs 

Mary & Randy 

   Rogers 

Usher (left) 
Mike Birkinsha 

 

Tom Brager 

 

Jarrod 

   Whitson 

Randy Rogers 

Usher (mid.) 
Jim Janecek 

 

Jason Griffin 

 

Mike 

   Pendleton 

Jeff Moran 

Usher (right) 
Kirk Hartman 

 

Kenny 

   Hartman 

Ronnie 

   Sampson 

Brent 

   Matthews 

 
 

Andy Charles 

 
 

Mary West 




