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Sunday
Sunday School — 9:30 AM
Worship Service — 10:45 AM

Wednesday
TeamKids — 7:00 PM

SOX Youth Group — 7:00 PM
Adult Bible Study — 7:00 PM

A Message From
Your Interim Pastor

As | write, it's less than two weeks until Valentine's Day — the traditional
day for expressing love through cards, flowers, candy, etc. Regardless
of what we think about the day, just about every one of us has, at
some time or another, purchased something to show another person
how much we love them. At the same time, we will recognize that
showering affection on someone one day of the year is not nearly as
meaningful as actually loving that person day in and day out. In fact,
a gift means very little if it is bestowed only because it is expected.

Now, please don't hear me saying something I'm not. Giving
meaningful gifts at appropriate times throughout the year is just as
important as cherishing a loved one on a daily basis. With this in mind,
| wonder what people in our community think of our church? What
are we known for? Are we a blessing to our community, or do we only
give that which is generally expected?

As part of the body of Christ that we call Missouri Valley Baptist
Church, we all have an obligation to help our church be a blessing o
our community. | wonder what ideas you have for lavishing love on
DeKalb, Halls, St. Joseph, or Afchisone Sometimes we need to get
together as a church to go out intfo the community, similar to how we
intentionally give gifts on Valentine's Day. Most of the time, however,
we need to bless our community in smaller, more frequent ways.
When you hear of someone in your neighborhood who is hurting or
grieving loss, you, your small group, or Sunday School class can
respond quickly to the need. When you relate to people in your
workplace or school, you can show them the love of Christ on a daily
basis by being kind, offering a listening ear, and generally showing
them the mercy and grace you have experienced from Christ.

| have a hunch that the more we show the love of Christ on a day-to-
day basis with friends, family, co-workers, customers, etc., the more we
will actually have the opportunity to share with them the truths of the
Gospel message. In 2 Corinthians 1:3-7, we are reminded that the
comfort we have received from Christ is so that we can turn around
and bless others by being an encouragement from God to them.
Who will you intentionally be a blessing to today?

Fixed on Jesus,
Paul
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

MISSOURI - BELARUS FAMILY LINK

Business Meeting

As was done in January, we
will be having our monthly
business meeting on the first
Sunday of the month (2/3),
rather  than the first
Wednesday. A  pot-luck
lunch will be held following
the meeting, so please
bring enough food to feed
your own family.

Rick and Mick!
Rick and Mick are a ministry
team focused on reaching

students through side-
splitting comedy and
contemporary music.

They'll be ministering in the
St. Joseph area in early
February. Please pray for
their efforts in reaching
students, but also know that
there are a couple events
coming up in which you
can participate. Family
Night is at 7:00 on Saturday,
2/9 at Frederick Boulevard
Baptist. A youth rally will
also be held at 6:.00 on
Thursday, 2/14 (also at
Frederick).

Help with TeamKids!
Our TeamKids ministry
confinues to be blessed with
good numbers of children
aftending. This means we
need additional helpers
and feachers! Please
contact Mandi Griffin or Terri
Matthew if you can help!

Small Group Bible Studies
Small groups continue fo
meet. If you're interested in
participating in this ministry,
contact John Stickley.

Pastor Search Committee
Our committee continues o
seek God's will to find our
new pastor. Please continue
to keep them in prayerl!

The Missouri — Belarus Family Link is a partnership between people here in the
St. Joseph, Missouri area and the children of Belarus. These children still bear
the scars of the Chernobyl tragedy, and are in need of medical and dental
assistance, among other things. The partnership exists to try fo bring this kind
of assistance into the lives of these wonderful children by bringing a number
of them to the United States each summer to receive the care they need.
Patsy Hartman, a member here at Missouri Valley, plays a key role in this
ministry.

The girl pictured here is Katsiaryna
Padziarenka. She is one of thirteen
children that were able to come and
stay with host families in the area for
several weeks to receive needed
medical and dental care. You'll note
that Katsiaryna is not smiling in this
picture. She did not want anyone fo
see her teeth, but this was before
receiving dental care offered as part
of this ministry. When she returned to
Belarus, she was smiling ear to ear.
How wonderful it must have been to see her parents’ reaction when she got
back home! Best of all?2 Katsiarnya has something that she can smile about
forever now; during her time here, she came to know Jesus. Isn’'t God great?

There are many things that need to come

together to make this ministry reality.

Aside from the obvious things here in

y Missouri  (host families, doctors, dentists

and donors), there is a sister organization

in Belarus called "Missouri for Children”.

V The Belarussian government has made

e things more difficult for this organization in

f‘ \ recent years, and visas and travel have

L ‘ \ been more difficult. God has continued

to provide, though, and lives of
Belarussian children continue to be changed.

Your prayers for this ministry would be greatly appreciated. If you have any
questions, we're sure that Patsy would be happy to tell you all about if.

TITHES & OFFERINGS

Date General Fund Missions Offering Building Fund
1/6 $1,960.24 $70.00 $398.00
1/13 $1,495.00 $20.00 $100.00
1/20 $1,117.80 $20.00 $30.00
1/27 $1,291.20 $88.00 $710.00

Missions offerings given in the months of January, February, March, and April go to the Annie
Armsfrong Easter Offering, supporting missionaries serving through the North American Mission
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention.
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